Lunchbox review, Faith Renger, The Home Front in Malvern, 1914


At Lunchbox on Thursday 20 February, local historian, Faith Renger, gave us a sense of how everyday life in Malvern was reshaped over the opening months of the First World War. Members of the local Territorials were already in training, meeting at Drill Halls in the evening after work, and many men responded to the call to sign up. Patriotism was bolstered by the sight of volunteers marching through the town, and their names were published in the Gazette. When local men left to join the Worcestershire Regiment, they were ‘cheered lustily’ by the girls at Malvern Girls’ College on their way to the station. The ‘flannelled fools’ who contined to ‘idle about in Bellevue Terrace’ were chastised in a letter to the Gazette from an 18-year-old girl. Those left at home responded generously to all calls for support: money was raised to help Belgian refugees move into the town; buildings were made available for injured soldiers’ recuperation and vast quantities of vegetables and eggs were donated for them; gloves, mittens and socks were knitted for the men at the front, and appeals at Christmas brought in Christmas puddings, cigarettes and chocolate. Some of these were probably shared with German soldiers as the two sides met between the trenches on the first Christmas Day of the war. 
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Slightly longer

At Lunchbox on Thursday 20 February, local historian, Faith Renger, gave us a sense of how everyday life in Malvern was reshaped over the opening months of the First World War. Members of the local Territorials were already in training, meeting at Drill Halls in the evening after work, and many men responded to the call to sign up. Patriotism was bolstered by the sight of volunteers marching through the town, and their names were published in the Gazette. When local men left to join the Worcestershire Regiment, they were ‘cheered lustily’ by the girls at Malvern Girls’ College on their way to the station. The ‘flannelled fools’ who contined to ‘idle about in Bellevue Terrace’ were chastised in a letter to the Gazette from an 18-year-old girl. Anxiety and hype were wide-spread with suspicion immediately falling on German nationals, even if they’d lived in the area for years, and there was a story of a German spy being arrested in Malvern Link. Those left at home responded generously to all calls for support: money was raised to help Belgian refugees move into the town; buildings were made available for injured soldiers’ recuperation and vast quantities of vegetables and eggs were donated for them; gloves, mittens and socks were knitted for the men at the front, and appeals at Christmas brought in Christmas puddings, cigarettes and chocolate. Some of these were probably shared with German soldiers as the two sides met between the trenches on the first Christmas Day of the war. 
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